Cytogenetics of infantile leukemias and its correlations with bio-clinical features. The "G. Gaslini" Children's Hospital experience over a 9-year period.
Infantile leukemia is a rare disorder, and few cytogenetic studies have been performed on this condition. The authors present the cytogenetic analyses performed on 14 cases of infantile leukemia. The most frequent chromosomal changes are rearrangements involving 11q (4 cases) and gains of one or more chromosomes 21. Patients with chromosomal rearrangements show a worse prognosis than those with only hyperdiploidy or a normal karyotype, although the difference was not statistically significant due to the small size and short median follow-up.